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This'year more than ever is cause to celebrat6as America Goes Back to School More,'
students: than ever;are returning to our classrooms and will help usher in the 21st century:

The 1999-2000'kk8olyear promises to be an exciting time for all ofA and the perfect

opportaatji.to 'redouble our efforts to improveOUrzisCNOOls. Students today must not only
:

have Ci-kAid foundation in the basics but also ifieOpportunity to develop new skills that Wil

prepare them for future succesk-challenge parents, families, busineSses and communities
:

nationwide to celebrate the spiptor the 21st century and get involved in education.

Richard W. Riley
tf§:- Secretary of Edtkation
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Come On, Arnek-rea Le-es Go
Back -Lc) .Sckool and Welp./

Students today face a future of expanded

opportunities and broadened horizons. They
also face the pressures of a job market charac-

terized by ever-changing technology and grow-
ing international competition. We can prepare
our students for the future by acting now on

what we know: Thirty years of research show
that when children can count on family and
community involvement in their education, it

makes a significant difference in their learning.1

America Goes Back to School is a great oppor-

tunity to build awareness and support for family
and community involvement in education, and
to work with others to improve education in
your community.

Started by U.S. Secretary of Education Richard

W. Riley in 1995 and sponsored by the

Partnership for Family Involvement in Education,

America Goes Back to School encourages fami-

lies and communities to make the most of the

back-to-school time by launching or expanding

family-school-community partnerships.

Thousands of family-school partners, community

organizations, businesses, and religious groups

celebrate their partnerships and renew their com-

mitment to children's learning during the back to

school months of August through October.

America Goes Back to School is
based on some key facts:
o Students who have one or both parents involved in

their education are more likely to get As and less
likely to be suspended or expelled or to repeat a
grade. Fathers' involvement appears to be espe-
cially significant to students getting mostly As.

o Teachers say the single most important thing pub-
lic schools need to help students learn is involved
parents.

o Almost half of all Americans say they would be
very comfortable volunteering to be a mentor or

For research citations, see http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts

to help in some way at a local school. Yet only
one-third of Americans say they regularly partici-
pate in volunteer groups that do charity work or
community service.

o Over 60 percent of Americans believe that most
parents face times when they need help raising
their kids, often because they are so stretched
for time.

Take advantage of this volunteer spirit in

America to encourage people to get involved
in an existing partnership or launching a new
one that focuses on improving children's learn-

ing. As partners, you can help stage a public
event to build greater public awareness of and
support for the benefits of family involvement in
educating children and of education for
Americans of all ages. Focus your event
around the coming century or millennium, or
get your entire community to rally around a
key school issue such as:

o Making schools safe and drug free

o Recruiting and preparing quality teachers

o Modernizing schools

o Expanding after-school and summer programs

o Getting high standards into every classroom

o Developing pathways to college and careers

Whatever you dowhether you organize a
tutoring program in reading, a citywide parade,
a class celebration for students and parents, or a

yearlong mentoring program in mathremem-
ber to focus on children's learning. Emphasize

the importance of family and community involve-

ment in education, and the need for high stan-

dards in every classroom in our schools.

Prepare your children for the future. Challenge

young minds and they will achievethey will
soar! Come on, Americalet's go back to
school and help! After all, better education is

everybody's business.
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Building PartnerA!ps
Local partnerships between families, schools,

businesses, and community and religious

groups are a proven means for raising stu-

dent achievement and creating safe communi-

ties. America Goes Back to School is
designed to help promote local partnerships

for learning in schools and communities
across the nation.

No matter how big or small your local

America Goes Back to School effort is, in

order for it to be a successful venture, you
will need to involve community partners. Start

your planning by gathering a team of partners
and together organize your America Goes

Back to School event as a kick-off for your

long-term educational improvement effort.

Steps to Building Local
Partnerships2

Work Together. Consult a wide variety of
groups and citizens active in the community.

Let local groups and citizens buy in and feel

ownership by determining their own needs,

choosing the educational issues that affect

them, and recognizing their capacity to help.

Assess Needs. Develop a checklist with ques-
tions such as:
O What do you see as barriers to children's learn-

ing in our community? How can they be over-
come?

o What are you currently doing to implement high
standards in every classroom in your community?

o What are you doing to help children who need
extra assistance?

o What steps need to be taken so that children in
your community read well by the end of the third
grade, succeed in math and algebra by grade

eight, think about and prepare for college, and
benefit from after-school and summer enrichment
programs?

o What can you do to strengthen high schools
and help more teenagers get, and stay, on the
right track?

Think about the different perspectives and

interests in your community: what cultures,

languages, faith groups, ages, business sec-

tors, education institutions, cultural organiza-
tions, and so forth are represented. Identify

communication links and networks, so you

understand how information travels and how

people become connected in the community.

One network may be the school system or a

community leader who occupies several posi-

tions (for example, a business leader who is
also a member of a faith community or a
Scout leader).

Survey Resources. Find out how people in
your community would be willing to help.
Talk to schools about their volunteer opportu-

nities and needs. Speak with employers

about providing time off for employees to
improve schools, and to senior citizen

groups, colleges, and universities about tutor-

ing and mentoring. Contact local arts organi-
zations and museums about providing cultural

activities for children both inside and outside
the schools.

Share Information. Ask community represen-
tatives from national associations and

organizations about available activities and
resources for local members to use in plan-

ning and building partnerships and share this

information with your teachers, parents, and
principals.

9
2 Adapted from Coletta & Company, Memphis, Tennessee, and from the National Engineers Week 1996 Guide.



Seek Out Experienced Collaborators. Are
there people in your community or state who
are experienced in building coalitions? Ask
them to give a presentation on building part-
nerships. Get information on how to make
sure the right players are at the table, on what
the individual roles and responsibilities of par-
ticipants should be, on how to work with
schools, and on examples of successful local
partnerships.

Set Goals. Set clear goals for your partner-
ship. Make sure these goals fit with the aims
of the participating organizations and peo-
ple. Encourage involvement in a way that
will spark interest, fulfill needs, and match

community capacity. For example, in
Bennington, Vermont, small businessman

Terry Ehrich pondered, "If the first day of
hunting season is a state holiday, why not the
first day of school?" That question resonated
with the community and helped make his

first-day-of-school celebration a bigger suc-

"I am convinced that if all ofus
parents, schools and communities
create and innovate and make the

commitment to work together, to

re-connect home and school, to con-

tinue to break the cycle of violence,

our children will have the confi-

dence, love and caring they will

need to grow, thrive and succeed as

happy adults, parents, and leaders
in the 21st century."

Tipper Gore

cess, bringing thousands of parents and com-

munity members into over 60 local schools to
help students and teachers get off to a good
start for a new school year.

Decide on Measures of Success. Based on

the goals you set, what are the indicators of

success? Agree on a set of indicators and

how to measure them. School districts and

businesses routinely evaluate their perfor-

manceask for their advice and help in cre-

ating consistent and realistic evaluation tools,

including means for gathering hard data, as

well as anecdotal evidence, surveys, and

other reporting mechanisms. Include evalua-
tion as a key ingredient in improving your
partnership from the very beginning.

Use the following planning worksheet to begin
building a partnership for America Goes Back
to School and for improving education in your
community.

When you have planned your

America Goes Back to School event

for this fall, tell us about it! We

often highlight local events in our

publications, newsletters, and Web

siteyours could be chosen and

sent to hundreds of thousands of

people around the United States. A

response sheet is included in this kit

to let us know about your communi-

ty's America Goes Back to School

celebration.

10



Manning Worrksheek PorriinelliAlps

How can our America Goes Back to School event(s) help interested community members, parents, and educators

get involved in our partnership?

What is (are) the goal(s) of our America Goes Back to School partnership?

What community-school needs are we addressing through this America Goes Back to School partnership?

What activities/programs can help us reach our goal?

What resources are necessary to develop this activity/program?

What organizations will be involved in this effort (community organization, school, business, religious group,
or other)?

Organization:

Contact person: Title:

Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Email:

Organization:

Contact person: Title:

Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Email:

Organization:

Contact person: Title:

Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Email:

How will we know if our partnership has reached its goal(s)? What are indicators of success?

11_



ArAniLIng Efforts

Act Mty and Event Ideas

An America Goes Back to School event can be

as large or as small as you choose to make it.

Past events have ranged from a class picnic

during which parents and community members

were encouraged to volunteer in the school, to

a 10,000-person citywide rally. The purpose
is to celebrate community partnerships for

learning, to build public awareness of and

support for your education improvement

efforts, and to celebrate all the opportunities
a new school year offers. If your community

already organizes a back-to-school activity,

work through that event to bring in more wide-

ranging support for your schools. Below is a
list of possible America Goes Back to School

events to help you formulate an activity or

event that would best suit your community.

o Host a series of breakfast forums to discuss edu-
cation in your community---invite civic leaders,
educators, students, and parents
to speak.

o Organize a book drive or book fair to encourage
long-term efforts to improve reading.

o Conduct a tour of your school to evaluate needs,
such as bringing technology into classrooms,
modernizing school buildings, and addressing
the issue of over-crowded classrooms.

o Host a Parent Fair and invite schools, law
enforcement officials, mental health workers, arts
and cultural groups, colleges, librarians, and
medical professionals to set up booths on child
safety, drug and alcohol prevention, children's
health insurance, and after-school enrichment
opportunities.

o Make a school calendar with America Goes Back
to School events clearly displayed, so parents
and the entire community can learn about ways
they can become involved in improving educa-
tion in schools, at home, and throughout the
community.

o Sponsor special activities that recruit bright young

people into teaching, and encourage mid-career

professionals to become teachers.

o Join local businesses in sponsoring a career/job-

shadow day or a yearlong effort to better link
employers with schools.

o Arrange a first-day-of-school holiday, as they did

in Bennington, Vermont. Encourage employers to

give parents time off from work so they can go to

school with their children that day. Have informa-

tion on family-school partnerships available at

schools to recruit help for yearlong involvement.

o Plan a storytelling night for students and their

families, and have children perform their favorite

stories or poems.

o Work with a local museum or arts organization

to create a millennium mural in your school.

o Encourage students to participate in an art or

essay contest and have local artists or writers

judge the event.

o Partner with a college in your area to arrange

"planning ahead" workshops or college fairs for

middle and high school students and their fami-

lies to start preparing early for higher education.

o Organize a sign-on event to encourage families,

community organizations, businesses, and reli-

gious groups to participate in the U.S. Department

of Education's Partnership for Family Involvement

in Education.

For more ideas on America Goes Back to
School events, visit our Web site at
www.ed.gov/Family/agbts.

Ide s hr Long-term Efforts

America Goes Back to School events set the
stage for yearlong family-school-community
partnership activities aimed at improving
education. These efforts are challenging
they take time, planning, and coordination
but they are definitely worth the investment.
Children benefit from the extra attention, and
often show academic growth and achievement
as a result. Following are some ideas on how
to make better education everybody's business
in your community:

12



o Partner with a local college or university to start

a volunteer tutoring or mentoring program
especially to help students to read by the end of

third grade and to help middle school students

learn math and take algebra by grade eight.

o Train a corps of volunteers from the community

(senior citizens, students, parents, and profes-

sionals) to be mentors and tutors for students of

all ages.

o Focus on the new era with a Millennium fairget

your school or some of your classrooms to partic-

ipate in the Mars Millennium Project: An Arts,

Science, and Technology Initiative (visit the Mars

Millennium Project Web site at

http://www.mars2030.net).

The Mars Millennium: An Arts, Science, and

Technology Initiative is a nationwide effort

sponsored in part by the White House, the

U.S. Department of Education, the National

Endowment for the Arts, the J. Paul Getty

Trust, and NASA. The initiative calls for

interested students of all ages to design a

community for 100 people on the planet

Mars in the year 2030. Childre'n can

design housing, food and water sources,

arts programs, or any other aspect of a new

community. Students will work on their pro-

ject designs during the 1999-2000 school

year, and beginning in the spring of 2000,

finished works will be displayed in schools,

museums, and online in a 'Virtual Gallery."

Use this unique time to be a part of the

Mars Millennium Project.

(http://www.mars2030.net)

o Help find ways to bridge the computer gap by

giving opportunities to students who may not

have a computer at home.

o Forge a relationship with a community outside

the United Stateshost students, start pen pal

partnerships by letter or on-line through the

Internet, offer classes in your partner country's

language, or create educational projects

centered around the culture and history of the

sister community.

o Build a parent resource room in your school to

provide families with publications of interest, and

a space where parents can talk with teachers

and other parents.

o Offer in-school and after-school programs to

give new opportunities for children to learn a

second or third language, become engaged in

the arts, improve their English, reading, and

math skills, and use computers to do research

and solve problems.

o Partner with architects, builders, and community

leaders to discuss the issue of overcrowded class-

rooms in your area, and how schools can be

modernized to be centers of learning for the

entire community.

o Create a "Dads Club" to boost fathers' presence
in schools.

o Work with local businesses to offer job-shadow-

ing and interning opportunities to high school

students.

o Link middle and high schools with community
and four-year colleges and universities in order
to help students have a pathway to college and
promising careers.

For more ideas, refer to the booklet

"Challenge Young Minds: 50 Ways to Better

Education," found inside this kit.

ideas for involving Students in Your
Autnierica Goes Back to School Events
Involving students in Amerka Goes Back to

School activities is a great way to build commu-

nity support and broaden the impact of your

efforts. Students will add energy and ideas to
your project, and you can provide them with

the challenging experience of organizing a

community event. They won't let you down!

Get them involved from the very beginning
and if you start planning in the spring, you can

recruit students to help during the summer

months, before your America Goes Back to

School activities really begin!



Aruerk a Goes &ick go School Planning Callender

Planning an event takes time and energy, especially when it is in connection with a year-round partnership. To make it eas-
ierfor you and everyone elsedevelop a timeline for your America Goes Back to School event and partnership. Include
details, such as tasks to be performed, due dates and deadlines, and persons responsible. By doing this, as the summer
progresses and people come and go on vacation, preparations won't get off track or come to a halt. The following check-
list can help you keep your America Goes Back to School event on track:

July

Meet with your local school superintendent and/or principal(s) to get their support and assistance.
Hold the first 1999 event planning meeting.

Select a chairperson and a single point of contact.

Decide on a focus and major activities. Set goals and objectives.

Create a specific timetable with key tasks and assign responsibility.

Designate subcommittees, with chairs, such as publicity, event management, budget, and others as needed.
Establish committee and subcommittee meeting schedules.

Contact schools, key community organizations and area businesses, local officials, and other parties to generate
interest and ask them to be sponsors.

Recruit volunteers.

Select and confirm sites, and invite dignitaries for special events. Make sure you consider accessibility issues for
participants with disabilities.

Create a publicity plan and a community outreach strategy.

Decide how to evaluate the success of your effort and plan for an evaluation.

August-September-October

Follow up on initial plans.

Prepare all written materials, including press releases, copy for fliers and articles, and talking points for use in
speeches. Arrange for printing.

Confirm sponsors, event sites, participants, speakers, volunteers and assigments.
Hire or arrange for a photographer for events.

Send in the form included in this kit to let the U.S. Department of Education know aboutyour event.
Hold pre-event announcement (for example, a proclamation signing, or a press conference).
Distribute promotional materials.

Meet with news media representatives about advertising and coverage for events.
Send news releases for events.

Double-check details with everyone involved.

October-November

Send thank-you letters and confirm how follow-up activities and the year-long partnership will be organized.
Prepare final reports based on your evaluation and other input.

Meet to review your partnership plan for involvement throughout the year and make recommendations for next year's
celebration.

Start planning for your America Goes Back to School event for 2000.

November-May

Keep up the momentum. Maintain volunteer efforts in the schools.

Continue planning your America Goes Back to School event for 2000.
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Here are some ideas on how sivdents can
help your community go back to school:

o Create invitations for parents, community lead-

ers, employers, and others to join America Goes

Back to School events and long-term projects.

o Sponsor a poster contest to publicize your event

and spread the America Goes Back to School

theme.

o Hold a student poetry competition with local

writers as judges. Structure the topic along the

lines of your community's educational concerns.

o Write and give speeches on the priority areas in

education.

o Debate a current education issue in your commu-

nity. Have your local cable channel broadcast a

videotaped version.

o Write articles for school or local newspapers on

how the community can help improve the schools

and America Goes Back to School events in your

community. Invite journalists

to give lessons on the ele-

ments of a good article.

o Start a student ambassador
program to welcome new
students at your school.

o Perform at an event. Ask
the school's drama club,
dance troupe, orchestra,
band, or cheerleading squad
to perform at an America
Goes Back to School event.

o Start planning for the new
millennium. Brainstorm ways
that students can help the
community celebrate the com-
ing of the new century. Get
started on your local Mars
Millennium projects (Go to
http://www.mars2030.net
for more information).

"America Goes

School is a special time

for communities to reaf-

firm a commitment to

learning and education.

I hope parents, and busi-

ness, cultural, civic and

religious leaders, as well

as elected officials, will

seize this opportunity to

go back to school and get

and stay involved."

o Sponsor an "Academic Olympics." Along with
community volunteers, high school students can
organize a series of academic competitions
between local elementary schools. Children can
compete in spelling bees, math challenges, sci-
ence experiments, art, music, history, second lan-
guage competitions, and other learning games.
Challenge young mindsthey will live up to your
expectations, and soar!

lolillow Up on Your Eveng.

After you have successfully launched an

America Goes Back to School event, it is criti-

cal that you follow up on your efforts.

Complete the evaluation process to find out

what people liked and what could be
improved for next year. Maintain contact with

community partners to continue your work.in

education throughout the school year. Family

and community support must

be tended and nurtured,

and the need for it will not
go away. It will become

easier, though, as more

community members partici-

pate and share the responsi-

bilities of your project.

Finally, implement your plan

for long-term involvement

through tutoring or mentor-

ing programs, family- and

student-friendly business

policies, or your partner-

ship's program for concen-

trating its efforts.3

Back to

U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W Riley

3 Adapted from the Washington Education Association's publication "Building Community Connections: Initiating a
Community Relations Program for Your School" 1 5



Spread the ,

Partne! w4IT t e Media
Why Spread the News?

Publicizing your event is important for a num-
ber of reasons:
o It helps in recruifing volunteers, participants, and

an interested audience;

o It allows you to educate your community about
the activities you are planning; and

o It highlights other education efforts in your area.

How to Spread the News

Enlist the Support of Celebrities, Local
Officials, and Businesses
o Enlist a local official to present a proclamation

recognizing your community's involvement in
America Goes Back to School

o Seek a state resolution from your governor

o Invite area celebritiessports figures, newscast-
ers, business leaders, or religious leaders to par-
ticipate, sponsor, and promote your activities

o Appoint an official or local celebrity as the
America Goes Back to School honorary
chairperson

o Approach local businesses and ask for their
sponsorship (you can put their logo on your pro-
motional materials and ask them to help cover
your costs)

Publicize Your Event
o Design buttons, water flasks, t-shirts, or hats with

your event name and date, and the America
Goes Back to School name or "Better Education
Is Everybody's Business" on itand distribute
them to particpants

o Write a promotional article for your local news-
paper

o Print up flyers for your event and post them on
telephone poles, in stores, coffee shops, local
hangouts and doctors' offices

o Create a banner or billboard announcing your
event

o Develop a public service announcement (30 to
60 seconds in length) for your local television or
radio station

1K)

Tip: Reporters and editors respond best to timely
news stories and ideas that include local interest,
widespread appeal, and a local angle to a
national story. When planning events and activi-
ties, consider the most appealing way to present
them to reporters.

Develop Informational
Materials and Activities
o write up a fact sheet outlining the "who, what,

where, when, and why" of your activity, then
distribute the flyers around town

o Develop a one-page press release to give to
local news agencies

o Use the Internet as a vehicle to advertise j,our
eventset up a Web page announcing your
efforts

o Design an activities calendar detailing the
programs you are organizing

o Launch your events with a press conference

When to Spread the News

You should prepare any publicity information

well in advance of your event. Play it safe
get the necessary dates and details into media

organizations EARLYand remind them with
follow-up phone calls as the date of your
event approaches.

For more ideas on how to spread the news
or for concrete examples of proclamations,

public service announcements and other

media materials and tipsvisit the America
Goes Back to School Web site at

http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts.

America Goes Back to School Logo:
Use the America Goes Back to School logo and
name when you publicize your event. You can
download the logo from our Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts or call
1-877-4ED-Pubs for a logo slick.



Conthue to Build Youv crtrriershe
U.S. Department of Education Resources and Public tions

Continue to build your community partnerships through nationwide networks and services. Join the
Partnership for Family Involvement in Education or tune in to the monthly Satellite Town Meeting, and

connect with other communities committed to improving education. Newsletters and mailings, special
conferences and downlink opportunities will keep you and your efforts in contact with other partner-
ships around the country.

The Partnership for Family
hwolvement in Education

"Better Education Is Everybody's Business"

U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W. Riley

The Partnership's Mission
Increase opportunities for families to be more
involved in their children's learning at school and
at home.

O Strengthen schools and improve student achieve-

ment levels.

Who We Are
We are thousands of partners joined together
in a growing grassroots movement to support
student learning to high standards. We come
from families, schools, and a variety of busi-
nesses, communities, and religions, and are
organized into four groups: Family-School
Partners, Employers for Learning, Community
Organizations, and Religious Groups.

The Renefits of Joining
O Connect with other groups to share ideas about

educating our nation's children;

O Work together to increase and improve efforts to
help children learn;

O Get the latest information about family involve-

ment in education and related activities; and

Receive recognition for visible commitments to

education at the local, state, and national levels.

Nationwide ctivities of the
Partnership
In addition to America Goes Back to School
and numerous local activities in which
Partnership members are involved, many
participate in nationwide activities such as
the following:

Helping children read throughout the sum-
mer and the school year. Known as the
America Reads Challenge, this activity focuses
on maintaining and developing children's
reading skills during the summer months and
before and after school. Participating chil-
dren read and write for thirty minutes every
day with teenagers and adult partners.

Planting the seeds of college attendance.
Known as Think College Early, this initiative
helps increase awareness about the impor-
tance of attending college and builds support
for middle and high school students to take
the courses needed to enter college (such as
challenging math, science, and second lan-
guages) and to be prepared financially.

Keeping kids safe and smart all the time.
Supported by the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers grant program, before- and
after-school planned activities expand learn-
ing opportunities for children in safe and
drug-free environments.

For more information, visit the Web site at
http://pfie.ed.gov.
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Suienhe Town Rfieeging

Across the country, partnerships of concerned

citizensparents, teachers, college leaders,
child-care providers, businesspeople, commu-
nity leaders, and othershave come together
to improve their local schools and help chil-

dren learn more. One way these hundreds of
communities are sharing ideas and keeping

up-to-date with the latest information is

through a unique service from the U.S.

Department of Education: the Satellite Town
Meeting.

On the third Tuesday of each month during
the school year, 8:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m.
Eastern time, U.S. Secretary of Education

Richard Riley hosts the Satellite Town Meeting,

a free, live, interactive teleconference about

community efforts to improve teaching and

learning. This is your opportunity to ask a
question of Secretary Riley and his guests on
what works in schools and communities.

Topics of discussion focus on the important

challenges facing schools and communities

todayissues such as improving reading
skills, expanding technology, establishing

challenging standards, developing teachers,

creating innovative school designs, improving
math and science skills, assuring school safety,

serving children with disabilities, and prepar-
ing students for college.

There are two ways you and your community
can join the Satellite Town Meeting each
month:

Tune us On...
On your local TV station: The Satellite Town

Meeting is available for free to television

broadcast and cable outlets, including com-
munity cable access stations, school board

stations, and government and public access

stations. Many of these stations will broadcast

programming like the Satellite Town Meeting if
a community member requests it. Call your
local cable provider or public access channel
and ask for the program manager.

Or y©n Con...
Set up a meeting at a "downlink" site. In vir-
tually any facility in your community that is
equipped with a satellite dish, neighbors and

colleagues with an interest in improving their
local schools can watch the Satellite Town
Meeting as a group.

Join the discussion! The Satellite Town

Meeting is available at no cost. We just ask
that you register your participation.

For the satellite coordinates, ideas on organiz-
ing your community, a registration form, and
other materials, call 1 -800-USA-LEARN

(1-800-872-5327), or visit our Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/inits/stm.

Connnonny

Community Update is a monthly newsletter
that provides information on educational

resources, services, and publications to almost

275,000 parents, educators, and other citi-
zens involved in school improvement efforts

across the country. Featuring "best practices"

and model programs from around the nation,

Community Update offers communities the

opportunity to learn from each other as they
improve their schools.

Call 1-877-21ED-Pubs or visit the

Community Update Web site at

http://www.ed.gov/G2K/community to start
receiving the newsletter. Encourage schools,

families, businesses, and community and reli-

gious organizations in your community to sign
up for this newsletter, too.
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U.S. Depariimenfd lEducdrion
Resource$ and Pill licaihms

Broaden your resource base by using the

network of publications and Web sites of

school-family-community partnerships devel-

oped by the U.S. Department of Education and

associated research organizations. This list

consists of studies, reports, activity guides, and

educational materials, covering many different

angles of family involvement in education.

Whether you are a business, family, school,

religious group or community organization, our
studies and materials can help you build effec-
tive partnerships.

Most of these publications are available on-

line at http://pfie.ed.gov, on the publications
page. If you would like hard copies or if
the electronic version is not yet accessible,

you can order these materials by calling 1-
877-4ED-Pubs or 1-800-USA-LEARN,

or order on-line by going to

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/edpubs.html.

A Business Guide to Support Employee and Family Involvement in Education

A Compact for Learning: An Action Handbook for Family-School-Community Partnerships

An Invitation to Your Community: Building Community Partnerships for Learning

Building Business & Community Partnerships for Learning

Early Childhood Digest: Families and Teachers as Partners

Early Childhood Research and Policy Briefs: Qualify in Child Care Centers, Vol. 1, No. 1

Employers, Families and Education

Family Involvement in Children's Education: Successful Local Approaches

Family Involvement in Education: A National Portrait

Fathers' Involvement in Their Children's Schools

Getting Ready for College Early

Growing Up Drug-Free: A Parent's Guide to Prevention

Helping Your Child Become a Reader

Helping Your Child Learn Math

Keeping Schools Open as Community Learning Centers

Learning Partners: A Guide to Educational Activities for Families

New Skills for New Schools (only available on-line)

Parent Involvement in Children's Education: Efforts by Public Elementary Schools (only available on-line)

Parent Organizations and Schools: Team Up for Kids! (Brochure)

Partnership for Family Involvement in Education Information Packet

Reaching All Families: Creating Family-Friendly Schools (only available on-line)

Safe and Smart: Making the After-School Hours Work for Kids

Seven Good Practices for Families (Poster)

Strengthening Your Child's Academic Future

Strong Families, Strong Schools: Building Community Partnerships for Education

Summer Home Learning Recipes for Parents (Grades K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12)

The Formula for Success: A Business Leader's Guide to Supporting Math and Science Achievement

Welcome to School: Questions Parents Might Ask

Yes, You Can! Establishing Mentoring Programs to Prepare Youth for College
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"Far more than the accumula-

tion of facts and figures, a well-

rounded education that will

serve our children throughout

their lives must also include the

wisdom and insights of past

generations. Family members,

teachers, administrators, and

neighbors should share their

experiences and ideals with

young people to help them devel-

op into mature, confident, and

responsible adults."
President Clinton
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Kimberly Watkins-Foote and Shama Connor developed the conceptual framework for
the "America Goes Back to School Organizer's Guide."

Shanna Connor wrote the kit.

Terry Peterson, W. Wilson Goode, and Kimberly Watkins-Foote
were team leaders for America Goes Back to School.

We would like to thank the following people for their assistance and comments on the kit:

Terry Peterson
Jill Riemer

Adriana de Kanter
Mario Moreno
Terry Dozier
David Frank

W. Wilson Goode
Julie Green

Connie Jameson
Menahem Herman

Kevin Sullivan
Carol Rasco

Linda Roberts
John McGrath

Beverly Blondell
Beth McCartney
Peter Woolfolk

Barbara Patterson
Sarah Staley

Amy Theobald
Marc D'Anjou
Leah Vosburgh
Julie Anderson

Wendy Goldstein
Audrey Warcola
Jim Clemmens
Lorraine Wise
Jeffrey Sims
Kristi Kimball

Carol Cichowski
Libby Doggett

We would also like to thank the following organizations for their publications and materials,
which were used to help develop this kit:

Coletta & Company, Memphis, Tennessee
National Engineers Week

Washington Education Association

The design for the 1999 America Goes Back to School materials, including this kit,
was created and produced by ZGS Communications, Inc., in Arlington, Virginia.
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Preparing Pur Students for the 21st Century:

kecv Aea.s ir iho

As we approach the 21st century, American students must be prepared

for an increasingly global job market. Family, business, and community

involvement in education can make a significant difference in preparing

our children to succeed and get on the right track.

This pamphlet outlines six priority educational action areas on which you

could focus your America Goes Back to School event or long-term project:

Making schools safe and drug free;

Recruiting and preparing quality teachers;

Modernizing schools;

Expanding after-school programs;

Getting high standards into every classroom; and

Increasing pathways to college and careers.

11106ftlE.,Sort=
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Making Schools Safe and Drug Free

The great majority of schools in the United States are safe places. Some schools, however, struggle
with crime and violence, which compromise the peaceful learning environment that is so crucial to
personal and academic growth. In the past few years, a number of schools have seen outbursts of

more severe violence than ever before in our nation's

"America's schools are among the

safest places to be on a day-to-day

basis. Ninety percent of our

schools are free of serious violent

crime. We have millions of young

people who are healthy and happy

and want to learn. We need to

stop and think hard about what

we can do to help our children

grow up safely and learn to reject

violence."

U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W Riley

Related facts:

90 percent of schools reported NO
incidents of serious violent crime in
1996-1997.

history. Parents, teachers, students, and communities
are all concerned about the health of our youth and the
safety of our schools, and understand the need to recon-
nect disengaged students. Research shows that it takes
the involvement of the whole community to establish a
comprehensive approach to reducing violence and drug
and alcohol abuse among youth. School violence is
being redefined to indicate that it is not a school problem
but a school-family-community problem.

The U.S. Departments of Education and Justice are
collaborating on a number of efforts to help principals,
school administrators, teachers, community leaders, and
parents address safety and violence issues in their schools
and communities. Real progress on these issues will take
place only through the collaborative efforts of educators,
parents, law enforcement agencies, youth groups, civil
and religious organizations, mental health professionals,
and state and local leaders.

There was no change in the percentage of
students reporting any (violent or property)
victimization at school (14.5 percent versus
14.6 percent), or the percentage of students
reporting property victimization at school
(12.2 percent versus 11.6 percent) between
1989 and 1995.

Crime is more prevalent in city schools:
17 percent of schools located in cities
reported at least one serious violent crime,
8 percent of rural schools, and 5 percent
of schools located in towns.

A 1998 National PTA survey found that 75
percent of people favor increased federal
funding to prevent violence in schools by
hiring school counselors or security officers.

Model programs:

Project ACHIEVE, facilitated by Howard
M. Knoff at the School Psychology Program
at the University of South Florida in Tampa,
helps individual schools with large numbers
of special education referrals and schools
at-risk for multiple incidents of violence to
strategically plan for and address their
immediate and long-term student needs.
At-risk and underachieving students in
pre-K through middle school learn social
skills, problem-solving methods, and anger-
reduction techniques. Teachers, parents,
and school administrators are trained to
employ these techniques. Since its inception
in August of 1990, the program has gener-
ated significant results in decreasing
referrals to and placements in special edu-
cation (by 75 percent), disciplinary referrals
to the principal's office (by 28 percent), and
suspensions and expulsions. Student
academic engagement has increased, as
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have the academic achievement scores with-
in the context of highly mobile populations
and students in poverty.

For more information, contact: Howard M. Knoff and
George M. Batsche, Co-Directors, Institute for School

Reform, Integrated Services, and Child Mental Health
and Educational Policy, School Psychology Program,

College of Education, University of South Florida,

Tampa, FL 33620-7750; (813) 974-9498.

The Resolving Conflict Creatively Program
(RCCP) is a comprehensive, school-based
program in over 110 New York City public
schools that emphasizes conflict resolution
and intercultural understanding. Through
peer mediation, training for teachers,
administrators and parents, and the RCCP
curriculum of creative conflict resolution
and inter-group relations, RCCP strives to
achieve a long-term reduction in violence
and promote caring and cooperative
behavior among children, adolescents
and adults both in and out of school. The
program also promotes greater student
achievement and a reduction in absentee
rates for both teachers and students.

For more information, contact: Linda Lantieri, National
Center, 40 Exchange Place, Suite 1111, New York, NY
10005; (212) 509-0022; (212) 509-1095 (fax).

America Goes Back to School Ideas:

(1) Hold a Health Awareness night at school for
students and families to learn about drug
and alcohol prevention, local mental health
resources, and the possibility of receiving
free or low-cost insurance for children
18 years of age and under, through the
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP).
Call 1-877-Kids-Now for more information
about CHIP.

(2) Organize local summits and form a
committee of teachers, students, school
administrators, mental health professionals,
law enforcement officials, and parents to
assess the problems your school faces in
regard to alcohol, drugs, violence, and
disorder, and review what your school is
doing to deal with these issues. Come up
with recommendations or strategies to
change these patterns in your community
and school.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education has a variety of materials, programs, and information to help
schools and communities make their schools safer and more orderly. To request products related
to any of these programs, call 1-877-LIED-Pubs. For additional information on these programs,
call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit the following Web sites:

Safe and Drug Free Schools at http://www.ed.gov/OESE/SDFS

The on-line version of Early Warning, Timely Response: A Guide to Safe Schools at
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSERS/OSEP/earlywrn.html

Safe & Smart: Making the After School Hours Work for Kids at
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/SafeandSmart/

Strong Families, Strong Schools at http://eric-web.tc.columbia.edu/families/strong/
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Recruiting and Preparing Quality Teachers

Teaching is the essential profession, the one that makes all other professions possible. Without well-
prepared, caring, and committed teachers, our children will not be prepared for the challenges and
opportunities of the 21st century. More than ever before in our history, teaching is the profession
that is shaping the nation's futuremolding the skills of our future workforce and laying the founda-

tion for good citizenship and full participation in commu-

"Every child needsand deserves
dedicated, outstanding teachers,
who know their subject matter, are

effectively trained, and know how

to teach to high standards and

to make learning come alive for

students."

President Clinton

nit), and civic life.

Because of increasing enrollments and the growing
diversity of American classrooms, we face the challenge
of hiring over two million well-prepared, qualified, and
talented teachers over the next ten years. The U.S.
Department of Education's Teacher Quality Enhancement
Grant Programs can help communities and states take an
important step in recruiting and keeping well-prepared
teachers for America's children. Much more still needs
to be done, however, in schools, colleges, and the states.
It will take local and state initiatives as well as nationwide
efforts to ensure that America's children receive high-
quality teaching.

Related facts:

2.2 million teachers will need to be hired in
the next decade to serve the growing enroll-
ment of students and to fill a record number
of vacancies as the first "baby boomers"
begin to retire.

Only 1 in 5 teachers reports feeling "very
well prepared" to work in a modern class-
room.

Only 19 percent of teachers said another
teacher had formally mentored them, while
70 percent of teachers who reported that
they had been mentored at least once a
week said it helped their teaching "a lot."

In 1997, only 4 in 10 teachers reported that
they had had formal training in the Internet.

Only 13 percent of teachers in public
schools are from minority groups, while
more than 32 percent of the students in K-
12 schools are from such minority groups.

Model programs:

Through the South Carolina Center for
Teacher Recruitment Teacher Cadet

Program, teachers at 148 high schools vol-
unteer to conduct a year-long course open
to students with a high grade-point average
and an interest in teaching. This is not a
typical high school offeringit is a mixture
of solid content (history of education, princi-
ples of learning, child development, current
issues in education) and hands-on opportu-
nities to observe, construct lessons plans,
tutor younger students, and practice teach-
ing. A 600-page handbook written and
constantly modified by teachers serves as
the core curriculum for all of the high school
classes. It contains suggestions for course
content as well as engaging assignments,
such as designing an ideal early childhood
environment or presenting evidence at a
school board meeting.

Many of the partner higher education
institutions provide support to the Teacher
Cadet sites, and in some cases, college-
credit for the high school course. Also,
several Teachers-in-Residence receive
fellowships each year to supervise the
program from the center and visit the
participating high schools. Fifteen other
states are now replicating South Carolina's
Teacher Cadet Program.
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For more information, contact South Carolina Center
for Teacher Recruitment, Ward House, Winthrop

University Station, Rock Hill, SC 29733; (803) 323-
4032 or 1-800-476-2387.

At Adlai E. Stevenson High School, a
New American High School in Lincolnshire,
Illinois, a professional development school
called the University of Stevenson (in part-
nership with Barat College) gives teachers
college credit for action research projects
and trains faculty to serve as in-house staff
developers. Teachers work together in
course-specific curriculum teams that are
empowered to make every significant
instructional decision. They also have
a formal mentoring program for brand
new teachers to boost retention.

Stevenson's graduates scored higher than
the state average in all subject areas and
in 1997, 90 percent of graduates exceeded

the Illinois math and science course
requirements. In addition, Stevenson's
Mathematics Department was named
one of the top twelve in the nation by
the National Center for Research in
Mathematical Science Education.

For more information, contact Adlai E. Stevenson High
School, One Stevenson Drive, Uncolnshire, IL 60069;

(847) 634-4000.

America Goes Back to School Idea:

Honor your teachers with an America Goes
Back to School Appreciation Dinner, develop
ways to support them throughout the year, and
enlist them to recruit the next generation of new
teachers. For a long-term effort, work with a
local business to start a teacher-training pro-
gram focusing on technology in the classroom.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education has a variety of materials, programs, and information to help
support, recruit, and prepare quality teachers for our nation's schools. To request products related
to any of these programs, call 1-877-4ED-Pubs. For additional information on these programs,
call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit the following Web sites:

The U.S. Department of Education's Teachers Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/inits/teachers/teach.html

Promising Practices: New Ways to Improve Teacher Quality at
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/PromPractice/
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Modernizing Schools

Our nation's schools are facing crucial challenges these days: a rapidly growing student population
in already overcrowded schools, and in many cases, deteriorating facilities in urgent need of
replacement or major repairs. Many existing schools are too large and impersonal, inaccessible
to students with disabilities, and not conducive to safety and discipline. We need to address these
problems by building new, state-of-the-art schools for the 21st century and modernizing existing

schools. Over the next ten years, thousands of

"The number of American schools that

are physically worn out is nothing less

than a national embarrassment. Other

areas cannot build schools fast enough to

keep pace with growth. I am fascinated

to see how an alternative physical struc-

ture can be used to teach principles of

geometry or physics. The Clinton admin-

istration wants to explore new ways in

which to engage the American people in

the process of designing schools that can

be vital centers of the community."

--U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W Riley

Related facts:

The General Accounting Office (GAO)
estimates that $112 billion is needed to
bring the nation's schools into good overall
condition (not including new schools and
classrooms).

About 60 percent of all schools (including
some schools in generally adequate
condition) report needing to replace or
extensively repair at least one major
building feature.

Elementary and secondary school enroll-
ments will swell from 52.7 million in 1998
to 54.3 million in 2008. States and locali-
ties will need to build thousands of new
schools to accommodate the growth by
millions of students in the late 1980s and
early 1990s, as well as incoming students
over the next decade.

5

schools will need to be built, and even more will
need to be renovated. That's why President Clinton
and Vice President Gore have proposed $25 bil-
lion of interest-free bonds to help modernize up
to 6,000 schools. It is also the reason that some
states and school districts are launching major
school construction efforts.

New and renovated schools will need to last for
many years, and will leave a lasting legacy that
will influence the future in education. The need
does not lie solely in the physical building, howev-
er. The demand to build and modernize is being
driven by the need to reflect the many improve-
ments in curriculum and teaching practices, and
new advances in technology that are fundamen-
tally changing American education. The need
to fully engage parents, students, teachers, and
other community members in the planning and
design process is an equally important considera-
tion in creating schools that are true centers of
communities.

Students in school buildings that were in
poor condition performed at 6 percent
below the achievement level of students
in schools that were in fair condition, and
11 percent below students in schools in
excellent condition.

According to a 1998 National PTA survey,
82 percent of people favor increased
federal funding for reparation and modern-
ization of school buildings.

Model programs:

The Discovery Middle School in Vancouver,
Washington, was developed through the
extensive involvement of parents, students,
educators, architects, business partners,
and other community members. Integrating
unique educational spaces, the school fea-
tures "Academic Villages," which consist of
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10 high-tech classrooms and are organized
as schools-within-the-school with teams of
students and teachers. Another design fea-
ture is called the "Tool Box"an area divid-
ed into five zones of integrated instruction,
including research with reference materials,
wet/dry lab, art design, technology educa-
tion, and fabrication. Outside access is
available at the school for environmental
studies.

The Community Center, a special room
near the school's main entrance, reaffirms
Discovery Middle School's place within the
Vancouver community. The Community
Center is dedicated for use by community
organizations, school partners, and social
service support.

For more information, contact: Discovery Middle
School, 800 East 40th Street, Vancouver, WA; (360)
696-7101; (360) 737-4238 (fax).

Gaylord High School in Gaylord, Michigan,
serves as a secondary education institution
as well as a community center. Built with
the community in mind, the school houses
senior activities, day-care, and performing
arts programs, allowing students to interact
with other members of their community.
School officials believe the bond referendum
to build the high school would have never
passed without the inclusion of community
activities. Now the entire community has a
vested interest in the school. For example,

the special auditorium committee evolved
out of a need for a theater for school/
community concerts, recitals, and other
functions.

Classrooms were also designed to accom-
modate community use. Anticipating that
some teachers would feel they had lost the
privacy of their classrooms, school adminis-
trators worked with the design team to
create departmental offices that would
provide private space for faculty members.
The high school also houses a full cadre of
higher education programs. This range of
activities at Gaylord has produced more
volunteerism, more funding, and more
general interest in the school.

Contact: Gaylord High School, 90 Livingston Blvd.,
Gaylord, MI 49735; (517) 731-0960; (517) 731-
2585 (fax).

America Goes Back to School Idea:

Form a group of parents, educators, business
and civic leaders, and community members to
take a bus tour to evaluate the community's
school buildings in relation to the needs of the
student population and community at large.
Solicit suggestions, and formulate a plan to
improve and modernize your facilities to make
schools the centers of learning for the whole
community.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education provides even more information on modernizing schools for
the 21st century. To request products related to any of these programs, call 1-877-4ED-Pubs. For
additional information on these programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit the following Web sites:

The U.S. Department of Education's School Modernization Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/i n its/construction

The National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities at http://www.edfacilities.org
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Expanding After-School Programs

Keeping
can turn

schools open longerbefore and after school, and during the summer and weekends
schools into community learning centers, providing students, parents, and the community

with access to valuable educational, cultural, and
recreational resources in a safe, supervised, and
drug-free environment. Recent research has also
shown that quality after-school and summer pro-
grams can improve reading and math, academic
achievement, and discipline of children and youth;
and indicates that these types of programs reduce
crime, delinquency, and victimization of children
and youth. According to a recent survey, parents
are also in favor of after-school enrichment pro-
grams that would provide their children with com-
puter classes, art and music courses, tutoring, and
community service projects. That's why President
Clinton and Vice President Gore have requested
$600 million, a $400 million increase, for the U.S.
Department of Education's 21st Century Community
Learning Centers for the 2000-2001 school year.

Through expanding school-community partnerships, the 21st Century Community Learning Center
Program and other state and local initiatives can help communities develop or establish programs
that provide after-school care in public school buildings using existing resources, such as computers,
libraries, art and music rooms, gymnasiums, and sports equipment.

"The period of time between the school

bell and the factory whistle is a most

vulnerable time for children. These are

hours when children are more likely to

engage in at-risk behavior and are more

vulnerable to the dangers that still exist

in too many neighborhoods and com-

munities."

Vice President Gore

7

Related facts:

At least 28 million school-age children have
parents in the work force and require after-
school care. Experts estimate that at least
5 million school-age children spend time
as latch-key kids without adult supervision
during a typical week.

About 35 percent of 12 year-olds are
regularly left by themselves while their
parents are at work.

According to FBI statistics, most juvenile
(ages 12-17) crime takes place between
the hours of 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.

More than 70 percent of parents want their
children to attend an after-school program
while 79 percent indicated they would
like a free program, almost as many, 74
percent, would pay for a program. There
was little to no difference in the demograph-
ics of the parents who responded differently.

Only 31 percent of elementary school
parents and 39 percent of middle school

parents reported that their children
actually attend an after-school program.

According to a recent national PTA
survey, 65 percent of people would
support increased federal funding for
after-school programs.

Model programs:

KUCK! (Kids Learning in Computer
Klubhouses), a consortium of nine urban
and rural Michigan school districts with
support from the College of Education at
Michigan State University (MSU), has
established a virtual network of ten middle
school computer clubhouses as part of the
21st Century Community Learning Centers
Program. The ten extracurricular club-
houses enable at-risk students to engage
in authentic learning opportunities through
the use of computers and computer-related
technology. Students create Web pages,
write newsletter articles, communicate
electronically with other students across
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Michigan, and are learning to use many
other forms of technology. Most important-
ly, the clubhouses provide safe environments
that break down the barriers of isolation
imposed by poverty, distance, and age.

The clubhouses allow middle school students
to become a helpful technology resource to
all facets of their communities, including
senior citizens, service organizations, and
others in need of their services. Each
school site is staffed with an on-site coordi-
nator and equipped with a variety of tech-
nology resources. MSU provides ongoing
training and support for the school coordi-
nators.

For more information, visit their Web site at
http://www.klick.org

Virtual Y, in New York City, is an extended
school service designed to reach 10,000
public school children in 100 public school
buildings across the city. Each day, from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 100 second, third and
fourth graders at each site participate in the
Y's traditional curriculum to build strong val-
ues, enhance education, improve academic
performance, and promote healthy
lifestyles. Reading is the "golden thread"
woven throughout the curriculum to work
toward meeting President Clinton's chal-
lenge that all children be able to read well
by the end of third grade. Virtual Y maxi-
mizes resources by using a mixture of full-
and part-time professionals and volunteers,
including college work-study students,
AmeriCorps volunteers, and high school
students involved in service learning.

Families, schools, and the community work
together to make the Virtual Y program a
reality.

For more information, contact: Christian Di Palermo,
(212) 630-1543.

Save the Children Out-of-School Time Rural
Initiative provides program dollars, train-
ing, technical assistance, and ongoing
evaluation to rural sites across the country,
such as the El Rito Family Learning Center
in New Mexico, and in the Zuni School
District in Zuni, New Mexico. These
programs are working to provide children
with constructive activities, safe places, and
supervision from caring adults. As a model
literacy effort, the Zuni project highlights
many programs geared towards reading.
The El Rito Center targets children for
after-school and summer programs, and
offers them everything from computer lab
instruction to fine arts.

For more information, contact: Renee Paisano, (505)
268-5364; (505) 268-5436 (fax).

America Goes Back to School Idea:

Create a safe learning environment for children
by starting or expanding an after-school enrich-
ment program. Involve teachers, parent volun-
teers, college students, and senior citizens as
tutors and program directors. Take advantage
of school resources such as music rooms,
libraries, computer labs, and gyms, and link up
with community organizations and cultural and
youth groups to create a structured and varied
learning environment.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education has a variety of materials, programs, and information about high
quality after-school programs. To request products related to any of these programs, call 1-877-
4ED-Pubs. For additional information on these programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit the
following Web sites:

C.S. Mott Foundation at http://www.mott.org

The National Institute for Out of School Time at http://www.wellesley.edu/WCW/CRW/SAC

Safe and Smart: Making the After-School Hours Work for Kids and Keeping Schools Open as
Community Learning Centers at http://www.ed.gov/pubs/SafeandSmart/
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Getting High Standards
Into Every Classroom

Learning to read well and independently by the end of the third grade is essential to continue
learning. That is why President Clinton and Vice President Gore have proposed to reduce class
size to help students get the personal attention they need in order to read well, and succeed in
other subjects, too. Mastering challenging mathematicsincluding the foundations of algebra and

geometryby the end of eighth grade is crucial

"We have put a real emphasis on the

early years of schooling because research

and common sense tell you that i f a

young person can "master the basics"

early, they get off to a much better start

in their education. We want to improve

academic achievement for all students,

with a special emphasis on closing the

gap upward between poor and minority

students, and other students."

U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard W Riley

Related facts:

Mastering the fundamentals of algebra by
the end of eighth grade, students will be
prepared for the challenging math and
science courses in high school that are the
gateway to college and promising careers.

According to the National Educational
Longitudinal Study (NELS:88), 83 percent
of students who took algebra and geometry
went on to college within two years of their
scheduled high school graduation. Only 36
percent of students who did not take alge-
bra and geometry courses went to college.

While fourth graders scored above the
international average in math and science,
eighth graders scored below the average in
math, and only slightly above the interna-
tional average in science. Twelfth-grade
performance ranks third from the bottom.

9

for opening the doors to high school courses
that will prepare students for college and promis-
ing careers. To help get high standards into
America's classrooms, Congress is considering
the Education Excellence for All Act, which builds
on the success of the 1994 Goals 2000: Educate
America Act.

In today's economy, almost every high school
student should be taking all the core courses
for college, and planning to take Advanced
Placement and/or tech-prep courses their junior
and senior years in high school. To succeed in
the 21st century, high school students should
learn about careers and pathways to college,
and they should take four years of math, science,
and English, three to four years of a second
language, as well as courses in the arts, geogra-
phy, history, and computer science.

New academic standards are being put
in place in 48 states, and two states have
raised standards at the local level. (The
next challenge is to get high standards
into every classroom.)

According to the 1998 results from the
National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), 68 percent of fourth
graders in high-poverty schools are not able
to read at even the "basic" level. These
children are already far behind their more
fortunate peers. A much smaller percent-
age of children in low-poverty schools-
23 percentare not able to read at the
basic level.

'Model programs:

The Gateway Institute of Technology, a
magnet school and a New American High
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School in St. Louis, Missouri, integrates a
strong academic curriculum emphasizing
mathematics and science with career
preparation in highly technical fields.

Gateway is organized into clusters to
facilitate the achievement of academic and
technical skills. All students, regardless of
which cluster they belong to, are required
to take many math and science courses,
including algebra, geometry, advanced
algebra with college algebra, and
trigonometry with analytic geometry, in
addition to biology, chemistry, and physics.
Students may also take dual-enrollment
courses for college credit such as Advanced
Biology, Advanced English, Ethics in Science
and Technology, Aviation, and Industrial
Chemistry in addition to Advanced
Placement courses in computer science,
biology, chemistry, physics, and calculus.

All students complete projects that integrate
other subject areas or real-life applications
into the subject area of each particular
course. For example, in a recent statistics
class, students completed a project for the
St. Louis Rams where they studied scouting
and developed a math model to predict
whom the team would draft.

For more information, please contact: Susan Tieber,

Principal, Gateway Institute of Technology at
(314) 776-3300.

Arvida Middle School, in Miami, Florida,
was recognized as a 1997-98 Blue Ribbon
School for its high academic standards.
Through educational reform, the school has
demonstrated its commitment to excellence
by addressing the unique learning needs of
all its students. Through subject-area gifted
classes, an extensive foreign language
program, the implementation of national
science standards through an integrated

science program and high school credit
science classes, and advanced math and
science studies, Arvida promotes a rigorous
and challenging curriculum. The middle
school also offers flexible schedules to allow
students the opportunity to take extra elec-
tive courses before school, or receive tutor-
ing services during the after-school hours.
At-risk intervention programs are in place
to assist students who are not working up
to their potential.

Part of Arvida Middle School's success is
related to its impressive community partner-
ships. Faculty, students, parents, and com-
munity members have established a viable
coalition that promotes continuous improve-
ment. Partnerships with fifteen community
businesses and associations have con-
tributed to an ongoing incentive program
that defrays the cost of awards, certificates,
field trips, and funding assistance for
special projects.

Contact: Arvida Middle School, 10900 Southwest
127 Avenue, Miami, FL 33186; (305) 385-7144.

America Goes Back to School Idea:

Partner with local business leaders, teachers,
college students, parents, and community
members to evaluate the performance levels
of students in your schools. Compare your
school to those across your state, and to
national standards. Partner with business
leaders, teachers, and college students to
launch a year-long effort to make sure every
student in your community can read well and
independently by the end of the third grade,
that students are taking algebra by grade
eight, and that almost every high school
student is taking all the core courses to
prepare for college or a career.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education offers a number of publications and programs to help get high
standards into the classroom. To request products related to any of these programs, call 1-877-
4ED-Pubs. For additional information on these programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit the
following Web site:

The U.S. Department of Education's list of initiatives at http://www.ed.gov/inits
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Increasing Pathways
To College and Careers

Today, more than ever before, higher education is the fault line between those who will prosper in the
new economy and those who will not. To prepare our children for the world of personal and profes-
sional choices in the 21st century, we must open the doors of college to all Americans and make two
years of college as universal as high school is today. Yet many students never receive a college edu-

cation, some because they lack
the preparation for college and
others because they lack the
financial resources. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore
are fighting to make higher edu-
cation affordable and accessible
to all Americans by expanding
need-based scholarships, tax
credits, and student loans, and
by building awareness across
the nation that everyone can go
to college if they work hard and
make the grade. Community
involvement is crucial to making
these programs worthwhile. It's
only with the help of school,
college, and community and
business efforts that all students
can get on the pathway to
college and promising careers.

"If you know a child from a poor family, tell her not to

give upshe can go on to college. If you know a young

couple struggling with bills, worried they won't be able

to send their children to college, tell them not to give

uptheir children can go on to college. If you know

somebody who's caught in a dead-end job and afraid he

can't afford the classes necessary to get better jobs for

the rest of his life, tell him not to give uphe can go on

to college. Because of the things that have been done, we

can make college as universal in the 21st century as

high school is today. And, my friends, that will change

the face and future of America."

President Clinton

Related facts:

70 percent of parents say they would like
more information about which courses their
child should take to be ready for college;
89 percent of parents want more informa-
tion about how to pay for college, including
the use of tax credits.

Over the next 10 years, 8 out of the 10
fastest growing jobs will require college
education or long-term training.

In 1995, 83 percent of high school gradu-
ates from high-income families, aged 18-
24, were enrolled in college the October
following high school; 56 percent from mid-
dle-income families, and only 34 percent
from low-income families were enrolled at
that time.

11

In the next decade, 75 percent of the
current workforce will need significant
retraining.

A student who receives a bachelor's or a
higher degree will earn nearly $1 million
more, in the course of a lifetime, than one
who does not graduate from high school.

The lifetime difference in earnings between
a student who does not graduate from high
school and one who does is over
$200,000.

Model programs:

Project GRAD (Graduation Really Achieves
Dreams), in Houston, Texas, is a school-
community partnership, established in
1993, to improve the instructional quality
and school environment for at-risk children
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in Houston's inner city schools. Working
with 24 schools in Houston and over
17,000 Hispanic and African American
students, Project GRAD promotes high
standards in math, reading and language
arts, and uses comprehensive approaches
including tutoring, mentoring, counseling,
and the artsto improve the entire system
so a child gets a solid, challenging educa-
tion from kindergarten through high school.

Project GRAD also promises all ninth-grade
students a $1,000 per year college scholar-
ship if they meet basic academic criteria.
This incentive encourages parents and
teachers to discuss college as a real
objective for students, and offers students
a reason to perform well academically.

Project GRAD has been highly successful.
The rates of high school graduation and
college enrollment have quadrupled in these
Houston schools in the past three years, and
student test scores have improved dramati-
cally. The community now embraces college
attendance as the rule, not the exception.

For more information, contact Sharon Jacobson,

Executive Director, Project GRAD at (713) 757-5973;
(713) 757-3144 (6).

Walhalla High School is an 850-student
New American High School located in
South Carolina near the Blue Ridge
Mountains. With the help of the South
Carolina Education Department, the
Southern Regional Education Board and
the Partnership for Academic and Career
Education (a tech-prep consortium),
Walhalla High initiated whole school reform
and organized career clusters along a Tech
Prep and College Prep continuum. Students
can choose between the two programs or

participate in both. The Tech Prep focus
prepares students for entry into technical
degree programs in college or for immedi-
ate entry into a chosen career. If a student
is interested in a technical engineering field
requiring a kyear college degree, then he
or she will take both College Prep classes
and Tech Prep classes. Most importantly,
students in Tech-Prep courses are not getting
a lesser educationHonors, Tech Prep,
and College Prep classes all have the
same GPA value.

An important component of this program is
experience in the workplace. According to
Walhalla's career specialist Rick Murphy,
students often "have appropriate part-time
jobs, enroll in formal, articulated appren-
ticeship programs, or get involved in a
co-op, which is arranged and structured
to fit the curriculum."

Walhalla High School's reform has been
extremely successful. The most telling
evidence of this is the fact that 100 percent
of Walhalla students say they are going to
continue their education.

For further information, please contact: John Hostetler,

Principal, Walhalla High School, 151 Razorback Lane,
Wahalla, SC 29691; (864) 638-4582; (864) 638-
4055 (fax).

America Goes Back to School Idea:

Start a "Think College Early" program at local
middle schools to help students and their
families prepare early for college. Provide
information to students and parents on course
requirements, necessary admission tests, finan-
cial planning and assistance, and the benefits
of pursuing higher education.

Resources:

The U.S. Department of Education distributes several publications to help students and their families
prepare for college and promising careers. To request products related to any of these programs,
call 1-877-4ED-Pubs. For additional information on these programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN or visit
the following Web sites:

GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) at
http://www.ed.gov/gearup

Think College Early at http://www.ed.gov/th in kcal lege/ea rly/tce_home. htm
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A New Millennium: Reflecting on
Educational Change and Opportunity

The turn of a millennium is an extraordinary event. It is a time to look back at the past, and forward
to the future. Listed below are some of the most influential educational events of the past two cen-
turies. These events changed the course of education in our country, and their effects are still felt
today. Also below are a number of recent educational policies that will undoubtedly change the
face of education in the coming millennium. Use this unique time, and this list of historical and
current events, to reflect on your communityits treasures, its needs, and its schools. Discuss
how America has become the society it is at the close of the 20th century, and what we must do
to ensure equal access to excellent education in the 21st century. Organize your America Goes
Back to School partnership around examining the educational history of your community, evaluating
current performance standards, and planning for the future of education.

Historical Events That
Still Affect Us Today

Land Grant Colleges, 1862
In 1862, Congress passed the Land Grant
College Act (also known as the First Morrill Act)
to provide funding for institutions of higher
learning in each state. For every Congressional
representative within a state, the federal govern-
ment provided 30,000 acres of land to be sold
and used as an endowment for at least
one college offering training in agriculture,
home economics, mechanical studies, and other
professional trades. Some of the early land-
grant institutions include Iowa State University,
Kansas State, Rutgers, and the Universities of
Vermont, Minnesota, Missouri, Kentucky, and
Wisconsin. In 1890, the Second Morrill Act
was passed to include historically black universi-
ties in the land-grant system. At this time, the
southern states that did not already have a
black college established one. Since their
inception, Land Grant colleges have broadened
the opportunities for higher education to people
across the United States.

GI Bill of Rights, 1944
Officially known as the Servicemen's
Readjustment Act of 1944, the GI Bill was
signed by President Roosevelt to broaden the
opportunities of returning World War II veter-
ans. In addition to helping purchase homes
and businesses, and cover the cost of hospital-
izations, the bill provided tuition, living expens-
es, books, and supplies to veterans to continue
their education in school or college. Within 7
years, nearly 8 million veterans received educa-

13

tional benefits. The GI Bill opened the doors of
higher education to an older and more diverse
population than this country had ever seen. In

the coming century, through the current GI Bill,
together with need-based scholarships, financial
aid, new tax credits, work-study, and GEAR UP,
we can make college as universal as high
school is today.

For more information about financial aid, call 1-800-
4FED-AID, or visit the College Is Possible Web site at

http://www.CollegelsPossible.org.

Brown v. Board of Education, 1954
In the 1954 case Brown v. Board of Education,
the Supreme Court deemed the "separate but
equal" approach to education unconstitutional,
and school districts were ordered to run a
single school system for all students, regardless
of color. With the supervision of the federal
government in many cases, states desegregated
the schools, and African American children
joined their peers in classrooms across America.

Special Education, 1975
The first federal law that addressed the issue
of special education was passed in 1958 under
the Education of Mentally Retarded Children
Act. This provided training funds for teachers to
learn to work with children considered mentally
retarded. It was not until 1975, however, that
the Education for All Handicapped Children
Act was passed, ensuring a free, appropriate
education for students with disabilities, and
acknowledging that all children should have
access to school.'

3 8



The act has been revised and amended several
times since 1975, with the latest revision in
1997, and is now known as the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

For more information on these latest regulations, visit the
IDEA Web site at hto://www.ed.gov/offices/OSERS/IDEA.

' Information taken from Education Week on the Web
(Jan 27, 1999 edition)

Current Events That
Will Shape Our Future

HOPE Scholarship and
Lifetime Learning Credits
On August 5, 1997, President Clinton signed the
Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, which provides for
the HOPE Scholarship and the Lifetime Learning
Credits, the largest investment in higher educa-
tion since the GI Bill. Along with the Pell Grant,
Work-Study, and other forms of financial aid,
the HOPE Scholarship is designed to make the
first iwo years of college universally available to
American students. Taxpayers will be eligible
for a tax credit equal to 100 percent of the first
$1,000 of tuition and fees, and 50 percent of
the second $1,000. The credit can be claimed
in two taxable years, but not beyond the year
when the student completes the first iwo years
of college.

The Lifetime Learning Credit is for those beyond
the first two years of college, as well as working
adults taking classes part-time to improve or
upgrade their job skills. Available on a per-
taxpayer (family) basis, a 20 percent tax credit
is provided for the first $5,000 of tuition and
fees through 2002, and for the first $10,000
thereafter. Together, the HOPE Scholarship
and the Lifetime Learning Credits will open
the doors of college to a new generation.

For more information, visit http://www.ed.gov/inits/HOPE.

E-Rate: Closing the "Digital Divide"
By July 1999, the first round of education
discounts for Internet connection ("E-Rate"),
totalling $1.3 billion, will be made available to
schools and libraries. These discounts, as Vice
President Gore has said, "will help ensure that
all of our childrenwhether rich or poor, from
inner cities or isolated rural communities
have the same access to the vast resources of
the Internet."

39

In October 1998, prior to launching the E-Rate,
51 percent of classrooms were linked to the
Internet. The goal, according to Vice President
Gore, is to link all of our nation's classrooms by
the end of the year 2000. This is an enormous
step in closing the "digital divide" that exists
among our communities, and creating full and
fair opportunities for all students. Our children
will be better prepared to compete for the
high-tech, high-wage jobs of our future.

For further details on the E-Rate, visit

http://www.ed.gov/Technology/eratemenu.html or
http://mvw.slcfund.org.

The Arts Education Partnership
The enactment of the Goals 2000: Educate
America Act of 1994, which helped raise
education standards across America, also
recognized the arts as a core area of study
in American education in which all children
should have preparation. In response to this
challenge, the Arts Education Partnership was
formed in 1995 through a cooperative agree-
ment between the National Endowment for the
Arts and the U.S. Department of Education.
A coalition of education, arts, business and
funding organizations, the Arts Education
Partnership is committed to improving the
quality of American schools by promoting
the arts as a way to help all students gain
academic and personal success.

Over 140 national organizations have joined
the Arts Education Partnership to affirm the
arts as fundamental to quality education, and
to help identify ways that the arts can be an
asset in school reform efforts. The Arts
Education Partnership is managed by the
Council of Chief State School Officers and
the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies.

For more information, call (202) 326-8693 or visit
http://aep-arts.org.

America Reads and America
Counts Work-Study Waivers
On July 1, 1997, the U.S. Department of
Education issued a regulation known as the
America Reads Waiver to encourage federal
work-study students to serve as reading tutors.
Generally the higher education institution in
which the work-study students are enrolled
pays a quarter of the students' wages while the
Federal Work-Study program pays the balance.
Under this new plan, the federal government
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pays 100 percent of the wages of work-study
students who serve as reading tutors or mentors
to preschool and elementary school children, or
in family literacy programs. Starting July 1,
1999, the federal government will cover the
work-study wages of mathematics tutors as well,
through the America Counts Waiver.

Both the America Reads and America Counts
Waivers work toward increasing community
and college involvement in education. We
still have a long way to go. To help children
achieve in the years to come, families, volun-
teers, business leaders, and community mem-
bers should all take on a larger role in children's
education.

For more information on work-study programs, visit the Web
site at http://www.ed.gov/inits/Math/acc/fws-fact.html.

A Unique Opportunity:
The Mars Millennium Project

The Mars Millennium Project: An Arts, Science,
and Technology Initiative takes advantage of
students' excitement about space exploration

to engage them in problem solving in science,
math, the arts, and other core subjects.
Beginning with the 1999-2000 school year,
this nationwide project invites teams of students
to design a community for 100 people on the
planet Mars for the Year 2030. Working with
teachers, community leaders, families, and
professionals in various fields, students from
first grade through high school will concentrate
on aspects of the arts, sciences, math, and
humanities in creating their own communities.
The Mars Millennium Project, according to
Secretary of Education Richard Riley, "offers
an exciting opportunity for our teachers and
students to link a variety of learning disciplines
and multi-step problem solving, and to harness
students' creative energy." Communities,
museums, libraries, and schools are encouraged
to showcase the student projects in the spring
and summer of the year 2000. Participation
guides for schools and community organizations
will be available in June 1999.

For more information on the Mars Millennium Project:
An Arts, Science, and Technology Initiative, call
(301) 274-8787 x150, or visit their Web site at
http://www.mars2030.net.

PARTNERSHIP
for Family
Involvement
in Education

U.S. Department of Education
Washington, DC 20202-8173
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America Goes Back to School

How Are You Getting Involved? Tell Us!

The information you provide may be made available by the U.S. Department of Education
on the Web, and, in any event, is subject to the Freedom of Information Act,

and will be made available to requestors upon request.

Name of School/Organization

Address

City State Zip

Contact

Telephone Fax

Email

Web Address

Title of Event

Description of your event to promote family involvement in education

Date of Event Time of Event

Location of Event

Are any officials/celebrities/VIPs participating?

Please mail to: U.S Department of Education
Partnership for Family Involvement in Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-8173

OMB Number: 1860-0505
Expiration Date: 10/31/2001

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displaysa valid
OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1860-0505. The time required to complete this informa-
tion collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather
the data needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the tiine estimate
or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.
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Resources for
America Goes Back to School Events

'

The following list of publications is designed to help families, community members, and businesses
get involved in education. Published by the U.S. Department of Education and partnering

organizations, these great resources are free of charge and available for
distribution at your America Goes Back to School event!

America Goes Back
to School: Information
for Families and
Community Members
This publication is
designed for families,
schools and communities
around the country that are
gearing up for another year
of back-to-school activities. It
offers tips on helping children
read well and independently
by the end of third grade, helping children meet
high math and science standards and take chal-
lenging math and science courses, and helping
children start early to prepare for college and
careers. 1998. Foldout brochure.

Order No. EE 0288B. Available on the Internet in both
English and Spanish at:
http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts/pubs.html
[Also available in Spanish. Order No. EE 0313B.]
Maximum order quantity 100.

Questions Parents
Ask About Schools
This booklet presents

x questions commonly asked
by parents and provides
answers about starting
school, schoolwork,

homework, career preparation,
safety, and family expectations. 1998. 15pp.

Order No. EE 0314B. Available on the Internet in both
English and Spanish at:
http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts/pubs.html [Also avail-
able in Spanish. Order No. EE 0315B.] Maximum order
quantity 100.

Strengthening Your
Child's Academic Future
Highlighting the importance
of higher academic standards,
this publication provides
sample questions for parents
to ask teachers and administrators
to find out about academic expectations
in their children's schools. 1998. 14pp.

Order No. EK 0004P. Available on the Internet at:
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Strengthen/ [Also available
in Spanish. Order No. EK 0113B.] Maximum order
quantity 100.

Challenge Young Minds:
50 Ways to Better Education
This booklet provides parents,
employers, teachers, and community
members with everyday ideas on how
they can help improve the education of
children they know. 1998. 17pp.

Order No. EK 0117P. [Also available in Spanish.
Order No. EK 0136P.] Maximum order quantity 100.

Schools and Students Together
Reaching High Academic Standards
As society changes, schools must also change.
This booklet provides ideas about what school
board members, superintendents, principals,
and teachers can do to change schools to help
students reach high academic standards. Also
included are ideas for building public under-
standing and increasing parental involvement to
develop community support for these changes.

Order No. EK 0137P. Moximum order quantity 50.

America Goes Back to
School Bookmark

Order No. EK 0135M.
Maximum order quantity 500.



How Do I Get Copies of Publications for My America Goes Back to School Event?

Contact the U.S. Department of Education's Publications Center (ED Pubs) to order any of the
publications listed here or to find out what other educational resources and products

are available. Publications can be ordered in the following ways:

TOII-Free Phone Cans

1-877-4ED-Pubs (1-877-433-7827) *
TTY/TDD: 1-877-576-7734*

English- and Spanish-speaking customer service
representatives are available 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Eastern time, Monday through Friday. You can
also call after hours and leave a message, or
call anytime to request selected short publica-
tions using ED Pubs' fax-on-demand service.

Publications can be provided upon request
in alternate formats such as braille and
large-print publications, computer disks,
and captioned videotapes.

Mail

ED Pubs

Education Publications Center
U.S. Department of Education
P.O. Box 1398
Jessup, Maryland 20794-1398

In addition to the title(s), order number(s), and
number of copies of the publication(s) you are
requesting, please include your full name, mail-
ing address, and phone number with area code.

Fax

301-470-1244

In your fax request, include the publication and
contact information indicated on the form below.

E-Mail

Edpubs@inet.ed.goy

In addition to the information about the publica-
tion(s) you are requesting, please include your
full name and mailing address if you would like
material mailed to you. You may also request
the Internet address (URL) of a publication.

Internet

http://wwvv.ed.goy/pubs/edpubs.html

Through this ED Pubs Online Ordering System
on the Department's Web site, you can place
an order or locate publications that meet your
needs.

To order any of the publications listed here, fill out the information below and fax to: 301-470-1244

Please allow approximately two weeks to receive your publication(s). To pay for faster shipping,
please call Ed Pubs toll free at 1-877-4ED-Pubs (1-877-433-7827 *

Name: Order Number Quantity

Title:

Organization:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Daytime Phone:

If 877 is not yet available in your area, call 1-800-USA LEARN (1800-872-5327)
TTY/TDD call 1-800-437-0833
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PARTNERSHIP

for Family
Involvement
in Education

PARTNERSHIP FOR FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

Partner Registration

To join and receive your Partnership Promise Certificate, enter the information requested below and
mail or fax to: Partnership for Family Involvement in Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20202-8173. Fax: 202-205-9133.

The registration must include a contact person and phone number in order to be processed. The
information you provide may be made available by the U.S. Department of Education on the web,
and, in any event, is subject to the Freedom of Information Act, and will be made available to
requestors upon request.

We would like to become a member of the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education.
We commit to family-friendly practices and will work with others

to form partnerships that support children's learning.

Name of Partner group or school:

Address line 1:

Address line 2:

City: State:

Telephone: Fax:

Contact Information:

Zip:

Head of Organization:

Contact Name: E-mail:

Is your organization a(n) (Please check one):

OFamily-School Partner
OCommunity Organization

OMB Number: 1860-0505 Expiration Date: 10/31/2001

DEmployer for Learning
DReligious Group

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1860-0505. The time required to complete this
information collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existingdata
resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy
the time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.
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*As a Family-School Partner, our school will be welcoming to families; offer challenging courses; create
safe and drug-free learning environments; organize tutoring and other opportunities to improve student
learning; and support the inclusion of families in the school decision-making process.

Our families will monitor student attendance, homework completion and television watching; take time with
and listen to their children; become acquainted with teachers, administrators and the school staff; read with
younger children and share a good book with a teen; volunteer in school when possible; and participate in the
school decision-making process. We pledge to --

Share responsibility at school and at home to give students a better education and a good start in life.
Promote effective two-way communication between families and schools, by schools reducing
educational jargon and breaking down cultural and language barriers and by families staying in touch with
the school.

Provide opportunities for families to learn how to help their children succeed in school and for the school
staff members to work with families.

Support family-school efforts to improve student learning by reviewing progress regularly and
strengthening cooperative actions.

*As Employers for Learning Partner, we recognize that a strong and vigorous economy, for our
businesses and our nation, depends upon an educated, skilled, and competent citizenry. Today's students are
tomorrow's citizens and our long-term investments for the future. We pledge to --

Identify a contact person, authorized to explore and develop options for company involvement in our
family-school-community initiatives.
Take action to implement programs.
Share best practices after evaluating programs annually.
Form partnerships to promote, implement, and improve family-friendly policies and practices.

*As a Community-based Organization Partner, we support family-school compacts and affirm the
importance of family-community involvement in students learning. We pledge to --

Make safe schools/safe neighborhoods a priority.
Combat alcohol, drugs, and violence in and around schools and neighborhoods.
Reinforce parenting skills using community institutions to provide family and literacy training and referral
services.

Provide mentoring and homework help programs so that children may be assured of tutoring and guidance
from knowledgeable and responsible adults.

Come together to coordinate delivery of services and to eliminate duplication of efforts.
Help develop and sponsor affordable and quality learning, cultural and recreational activities after school,
on weekends and during the summer.
Support school improvement efforts in the local community.
Support and become informed about school governance issues.
Encourage schools to be involved in the life of the community, through co-sponsorship of community
outreach activities of partner organizations.

*As a Religious Communities Partner, we affirm the vital and enduring role of families in the education
of children. We have always regarded families--and parents in particular--as the primary teachers of children.
Encouraged by Secretary of Education Richard Riley's concern for all children and his commitment to the
role of families in educating children, we call upon all people of good will to stand as one with us in support
of families' participation in children's learning.
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